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Abstract This paper aims to empirically analyze the positive effects of digital media literacy and
self-expression on life satisfaction. Hypotheses were formulated based on the media richness and social
capital theories. The data of 5,222 individuals who responded to a digital media information usage
survey from the 12th-year dataset in 2021 were analyzed by structural equation modeling analysis using
AMOS. The results were as follows: First, digital media literacy positively affected passive and active
self-expression. Second, passive self-expression did not affect personal life satisfaction but positively
impacted collective life satisfaction. Third, active self-expression did not affect personal life satisfaction
but positively influenced collective life satisfaction. This study provides practical insights into enhancing
individual digital skills and building social capital.

Keywords : Digital Media Literacy, Passive Self-Expression, Active Self-Expression, Personal Life
Satisfaction, Collective Life Satisfaction
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Table 1. Validity and reliability results

Variables Factor loading CR AVE
DML1 776
DML2 933 0.873 0.698
DML3 .788
PSE1 .809
PSE2 .817 0.850 0.555
PSE3 737
ASE1 917
ASE2 933 0.898 0.747
ASE3 728
CLS1 .892
s2 852 0.864 0.761
PLS1 .877
PLS2 .856
PLS3 884 0.920 0.741
PLS4 .825

DML: Digital Media Literacy: PSE: Passive Self-Expression: ASE:
Active Self-Expression; PLS: Personal Life Satisfaction; CLS:
Collective Life Satisfaction

Table 2. Correlation and discriminant validity

Variables  Mean sid 1 2 3 4 5
ev.
1. DML 5.468 1.409 835
2. PSE 1526 .802 219 744
3. ASE 1.408 713 168" 492" 864
4. PLS 4754 1.059 068" .040" .051" .872
5. CLS 5129 959 .093"  .029° .005 .428" .861
6. Gender 154 .499 -.123" -.007 -.019 -.011 -.023
7. Age 4.45 1.584 -358" -.064" -.029" -.020 -.079"

8. Education 4.53 .733 .343" .128" .108" .087" .088"
3.68 2269 .069°  .032° .036" .098" .061"

DML: Digital Media Literacy: PSE: Passive Self-Expression: ASE:
Active Self-Expression: PLS: Personal Life Satisfaction: CLS:
Collective Life Satisfaction

“Diagonals: Square root of AVE from the observed variables by the
latent variables

Off-diagonals: construct-level correlation = (shared variance)1/2;
*p<0.05,**p<0.01

9. Income
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Fig. 1. Hypotheses test results
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