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Abstract This study explored the current status and direction of research on Korean medical education
and the social demand for changes in Korean medical education. The results indicate that interest in
Korean medical education has generally risen over the past decade. In terms of topics, research on
general education, curriculum, and methods has been increasing, but research on educational evaluation
has shown fluctuations in the increase and decrease, and research on educational history has
consistently remained low. Detailed topics requiring further research include designing and validating
educational research, realigning educational goals, promoting the professionalism of Korean medical
doctors, applying various instructional methods, and exploring factors affecting academic performance.

This study is expected to stimulate research in new areas and topics within Korean medical education.
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Table 1. Scheme for categorizing research topic

Topic areas Topics

Goals of education

Education Status of education

in general

Research in education

Perception of education

Competency based education

Integrated education

Clinical training

Curriculum
Professionalism

Patient safety

Humanities and social sciences

Project-based learning

Flipped learning

Method Simulation-based learning

Technology-based learning

Brain-based learning

Methods of evaluation

Academic achievement

OSCE(objective structured
clinical examination)/CPX(clinical
performance examination)
National medical
licensing examination

Evaluation

Accrediation

Organizaton

Finance

Administration
System

Environment

Pre-modern

Modern

History

Contemporary
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Fig. 2. Change in the number of papers according
to the year of publication
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Fig. 3. Number of papers by journal

* (1) Society of Preventive Korean Medicine, (2) Journal of
Physiology & Pathology in Korean Medicine, (3) Journal of
Korean Medicine, (4) Korean ]ournal of Medical History, (5)
The Journal Of Korean Medical Classics, (6) The Korea
Journal of Herbology, (7) The Journal of Korean Oriental
Internal Medicine, (8) Korean Journal of Acupuncture, (9)
The Journal of Herbal Formula Science, (10) The Korean
Society of Oriental Neuropsychiatry
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Table 2. Top 8 keywords and frequency

Ranking Keyword Frequency

1 Korean medical education 17

Curriculum

Medical education

Integrated education
COVID-19
CPX
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Pharmacognosy

World Federation for
Medical Education(WKME)
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Fig. 4. Number of papers by topic areas
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Fig. 5. Changes in the number of papers on
‘Education in general topics according to
the year of publication
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Fig. 6. Changes in the number of papers on
‘Curriculum’ topics according to the year
of publication
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Fig. 9. Changes in the number of papers on
‘History topics according to the year of
publication
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