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Abstract This paper examined South Korea's recent achievements and sustainable development
strategies in arms exports. Reprocessing original SIPRI data demonstrated quantitatively South Korea's
position as the world's second-largest arms exporter for 2022-2023 and its strategic role within the
liberal bloc. The study identified two main challenges for sustaining this success: the limited number of
export destinations and the concentration of exports in specific weapon systems. It proposes expanding
export markets, extending global reach, and diversifying the defense portfolio as vital developmental
tasks. In addition, it advocates for comprehensive export package solutions, enhanced intergovernmental
cooperation, robust partnerships with non-state actors, such as global corporations, promotion of entry
into advanced technology sectors, and strengthening defense technology cooperation between South
Korea and the United States.
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Fig. 1. Survey Results of Technical Levels by Major
Category in Weapon Systems [5]
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Table 1. Annual Defense Exports of South Korea [6]

Year 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023
Export
(B$) 31.2 | 27.2 | 30.8 | 29.7 | 725 173 140
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Table 2. Ranking of Countries by Delivery Size in the Ttaly RoK UK Spain
Global Defense Market(2019~2023) [10] 9 (1,685) @77
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Fig. 2. Ranking of Countries by Order Value in the
Global Defense Market [11]
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Table 3. Order Size of Top 10 Defense Exporting
Countries (Unit: TIV) [12]

% | 2010-2013 2014-2017 2018-2021 2022-2023
1 USA USA USA USA
(42,680) (45,145) (54,711) (44,856)
2 Russia Russia Russia RoK
(20,663) (15,859) (8,902) (10,988)
China France China France
S| g4 (13,289) ©.077) (4,527)
4 Germany China Italy Germany
(6,297) (8,354 (8,007) (3,673)
5 France Germany Germany Russia
(5,094 (5,505) (6,784) (2,612)
6 UK Ttaly France UK
(4,825) (4,932) 6,713) (1,789)
7 RoK UK Israel Israel
(2.529) (3.916) (2.730) (1.716)
. . Ttaly
Israel Spain Spain
81 (odo 2.285) 2.703) (1.240
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Fig. 3. Defense Industry Production Capacity of
Korea from 2013 to 2023 [13]
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Fig. 4. Comparison of Defense Industry Production
Values Among Three Countries from 2013 to
2023 [14]
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Table 4. Comparison of Defense Industry Production
Values with Major Countries (Amount: M$) [15]

H] 3 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Israel 6150 6203 6009 6623 7043 7439
Germany 10195 10018 10174 10732 11169 10342
RoK 10976 11786 12617 11782 14270 15511
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Fig. 5. Expected Increase in Defense Budgets by
Global Regions [16]
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6. Comparison of Export Destination Countries
Among Major Defense Exporting Competitors
(8 Countries) [17]
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Flg 7. Export Size by Destination Country in the
Defense Industry of Israel from 2010 to 2023
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Fig. 8. Number of Export Destination Countries of
Major Defense Exporting Competitors [19]
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Fig. 9. Export Size by Destination Country in the
Defense Industry of South Korea from 2010
to 2023 [20]
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Fig. 10. Support Status for Weapon System Modification
and Development Projects by Year [22]
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Fig. 11. Market Forecast for Defense Areas Applying
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Table 5. Defense Cooperation Projects that Allied
Countries of the USA Can Participate In
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* RTAS : Foreign Technology Assessment Support
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Table 6. Passed Products and Target Countries of the 2 &S 4 Yottt EE 4] =9 ERE dASsH
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6 Amphibious Combat Armored Canada, EHZTI q-]l"j— _'52]—730]] EH‘EHHE‘- 3’4—%6]—1] %3]-93\1’:'-% 7‘<:’,]0]
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