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Abstract To investigate the clinical severity and prognosis of infants who experienced physical abuse,
the medical records of six infant cases detected at a single university hospital in 2022 were
retrospectively reviewed. There were four males and two females of mean age 111 days. Five presented
with severe abusive head trauma (AHT), while the other one had a femur fracture. Three of the five AHT
cases died, leaving two survivors, one with almost no cognitive function and the other with
developmental delays. After treatment, only two patients returned to their original homes: one with a
femur fracture and the other with AHT and developmental delay. To prevent infant child abuse: 1)
Tailored welfare support is necessary for economically challenged households. 2) Education on child
abuse prevention should be provided to caregivers. 3) Programs mandating education on child abuse for
healthcare professionals should be established. 4) It is imperative that child abuse be recognized as a
serious crime and that fatal incidents be treated as homicides. 5) To uncover potential cases of
concealed infant homicides, a system should be implemented that thoroughly examines cases reported
as sudden infant death syndrome to determine whether they are caused by child abuse.
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Table 1. Characteristics and clinical course of infants who experienced child abuse

a1 LPO} 4Eﬂ o:]o} 29
= 34 gokdoh &
olAto]ict. 219 slo}

Nol| Sex| Age Birth | Father's History Initial physica? exiarn-ination & Retinal Intubation | Results
order age radiologic findings hemorrhage
fall off the couch,
delayed visiting the fixed il (about 4mm) bilateral No (delayed visit
1| M| 1m8d 2 30s hospital about 5~6 1xed pupil fabout smmy bilateral, 0 \deldyed visl Yes dead
. SDH, SAH about 5 days)
days after injury,
nose & oral bleeding
fever, vomiting,
finger flicks on her | SDH/SAH with different ages, cystic| No (delayed visit .
2| F |1m25d 2 40s head (by her father), encephalomalacia about 2 days) No alive
No vaccination
human bite mark (by his father), Yes (with old
apnea and cyanosis | multiple bruises with different ages vitreous "
3| M| 2m7d 1 20 during sleep on the skin, skull fracture, hypoxic | hemorrhage and Yes alive
ischemic brain damage optic atrophy, Lt.)
Her father drop her.| bruises on both lower extremities,
4| F [3mlld 2 30s He grabbed her both| SDH/SAH, skull fracture, femur Yes Yes dead
extremities. closed fracture
fall down while . . . Yes (with old
5| M | 6m9od 3 30s standing with SDH, dlffu?e swelling of right vitreous Yes dead
. cerebral hemisphere, skull fracture
support on himself hemorrhage)
His elder brother
6| M |6mlod| 4 30s (6-year-old) drop femur shaft fracture, Lt. No No alive
him.

No.: number, M: male, F: female, m: month, d: day, SDH: subdural hemorrhage, SAH: subarachnoidal hemorrhage
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